Ii6        THe Science of Happiness

around its walls, on which might have been en-
graved in black letters: Here lies Envy.

VII. When we consider the care with which the
Government creates and maintains envy, we might
suppose that the point in question was a primordial
virtue.

The titles and the decorations which democratic
governments themselves do not cease to multiply
best prove how hard the human race toils to in-
crease its troubles. This folly of the State is
equalled only by that of "good society" or rich
society, which amounts to the same thing.

The latter ceaselessly complains of the hostility
which comes to it from below and trembles at the
threats of the god Demos. Yet it works solely
to excite this hostility. Prom fear that the poor
may be ignorant of the stupid use of the money
of the rich, the latter proclaim it by every means
at their disposal. A special news department
undertakes to discuss their luxury. The smallest
detail c5f their foolish or criminal egotism is re-
peated in millions of copies. This special depart-
ment has, moreover, become universal. All the
papers have their society column.

Envy thus flows in a brimming stream. Men
and women, urged by the unconquerable desire
of creating it, mutually hurl into each other's